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LIFE-The Sources of the Jordan River-Man & Nature
A Planning Report Concerning Alternative Sites to Jordan Source Streams for Tourism and Vacationing
1. Introduction
In response to vacationers' ever-growing demands for camping areas adjacent to flowing streams, in contrast to the desire to protect these locations as much as possible, it is recommended that camping/recreation sites be developed along side existing open waterways that today serve in the capacity of drainage channels, abandoned fish ponds and other facilities.
The Hula Valley region has an extensive network of channels that span the length and width of the valley. It is estimated there are some 700 channels
 of various lengths and character; from those that are dry most of the year and fill with water only during potential flooding to primary channels that over the years have replaced the natural Jordan River and its streams that existed during the period that the Hula was largely swamplands.
Together with a series of dams and floodgates, this network of channels allows authorities to direct the flow of water as needed. The meeting point between the eastern channel and its western partner is the lowest topographical point along the channels dictates the flow of the water.
It is important to note that the water flowing in the north's natural streams is a significant touristic commodity in high demand as it is relatively clean and fast flowing water. The channel waters on the other hand, flow slowly; seem to be polluted (due not only because of alluvia flowing in water, but also because of agricultural wastes). The challenge therefore is to create an alternative, semi-natural water system that will not serve a traditional drainage function, combined with development and nurturing of landscapes that will serve as attractive locations for a portion of the region's tourism and vacation traffic thereby shifting a portion of the overload afflicting the streams of the source waters of the Jordan River. 

In addition to the various channels, a number of agricultural areas exist in the valley that once served as fishponds until their abandonment and have since become home to a variety of wildlife and fauna. These areas are marked on the region's ecological impact maps (plant and wildlife) as being of high ecological value. However, it is important to remember that these areas are zoned for agricultural use and may be used for such at any time, either as fishponds or cultivated fields.
With no other options available, the proposed development of camping areas will be made at the expense of cultivated agricultural fields and this requires attaining the agreement of organizations and communities (i.e. kibbutzim, moshavim and regional agricultural cooperatives) maintaining the land use rights. In return, they will be granted the opportunity to develop touristic initiatives in the areas rezoned and developed for tourism and recreational use, either for day use or for overnight tourism. It is recommended to investigate the unique possibility of developing caravan accommodations (B&B) placed atop wagons drawn by Belgian workhorses that guests will be able to drive along the scenic pathways, channels and forest groves of the Hula Valley as has been so successfully developed and popular in Ireland.
The following alternative sites (presented in the prototype and interface as "campgrounds") require the development of organized parking lots, electricity, drinking water, bathroom facilities (with site-specific ecological/biological sewage disposal solutions), cafeteria/ snack shops and shaded picnic areas with a preference to proximity to bodies of water. It will also require the ecological enrichment of fields adjacent to the campgrounds including walking paths, informational signs and vehicle blockades. In order to facilitate overnight camping, it will be necessary to establish open areas where tents may be set up, showers and changing rooms as well as a store for vacation needs according to standards issued by the Israel Ministry of Tourism and the Ministry of Education.

Each campground will operate according to the permit or allocation or franchise granted a private operator who will be responsible for the site's maintenance and cleanliness of the entire facility and its adjacent areas.

One of the primary principles contained in National Zoning Plan 35 is the concept of "attached development". The sites represented herein are for the most part not this type of development however; it is highly significant that these sites be developed as alternatives to those locations in close proximity to the source waters of the Jordan River.  Therefore, these sites may be planned in accordance with Clause 6.1.3 of the National Zoning Plan 35 that relates to exceptions for developing areas that are not "attached development"  since the "objectives and uses of the additional construction requires their location in open fields"  (Clause 6.1.3 of the National Zoning Plan 35).

2. Planning Principles:
2.1 General Planning Principles
1. Each of the proposed sites contain a portion of a stream/drainage channel for expansion/diversion or fishponds that are all humid habitats, habitats that are becoming increasingly rare throughout the country. The proposed program will enrich the various wetlands, water plants, wet forests and riverbanks through the sowing and planting of indigenous plant life. In addition, existing forests will be expanded and new forests planted so that in addition to the scenic aspect and the need for shade for visitors, the areas will also serve as nesting and resting areas for a variety of bird species.
2. The characteristics of the region's development will be minor in its appearance and integrated in the environment, e.g. construction, finished materials, hiding outdoor storage areas and operational yards, hiding equipment placed on rooftops and the various development items such as signs.
3. The above-mentioned development items will be constructed from easy to maintain, non-disposable materials, local stones and every effort will be made to avoid the use of wood.

2.2 Channel Planning Principles

1. Transforming engineering-drainage channels into channels that combine their original engineering-drainage needs with a variety of scenic, ecological and touristic needs

2. Assimilation of the "Green Drainage" approach for dealing with natural or semi-natural streams with varying directions and flow rates with moderate and green banks in the aspiration to achieve a structured complexity in all aspects of the stream, varying routes including turns of various sizes and angles, varying crosscuts along the stream's route and the adjacent tour routes, varying vertical sections to create low synchronization, enhanced amounts of water through dam control etc.
3. Examining the use of water for bathing/swimming in wading pools by removing controlled amounts of water to adjacent pools

4. Application of the principles of ecological maintenance and rehabilitation: the creation of maintenance belts of at least 30 meters adjacent to the channel for riverbank planting and development/maintenance of the aquatic system and an additional 40-meter belt to create a buffer between the vacation/recreation site and adjacent agricultural fields- reduced pesticides, etc

5. The various channels require varying planning solutions such as:
A. The channels will continue to serve as drainage channels to capture floodwaters and channel the water in a controlled manner for the benefit of the particular scenic/recreational/tourism project developed nearby (suitable for the northern section of the western channel)

B. Converting straight drainage channels to channels with varying widths, curves and the creation of winter resting pools and islands, etc (suitable for the central section of the western channel)

C. Expand various sections of the channel and afford accessibility by visitors and tourists (suitable for the deeper parts of the eastern channel) 

D. Expanding the channels and creating a body of water for shallow wading (suitable for the meeting point between the eastern and western channels.

�Didi Kaplan, Avishai Ben-Porat, Avital Gazit: "The Land of Channels"- The Integrated Utilization Of Drainage Channels Of The Northern Hula Valley- Agricultural, Environmental And Touristic Uses, March 2006 







